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DIFFICULTIES EXPEXIENCED I N  lhlNl'PINING TOTAL COVF&lGE 
DUE TO FACTORS RELlTED TO PHYSIGiL ENVIRONMENT OR HUMAX 

CUSTOM3 kNIj HAEXTS 
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D r .  J. Rahman 
WHO Senlor  Malariologxst, Afghznistan 

Some of t h c  d l f f i c u l t l e s  encountered I n  mnlntcrlrclng t o t a l  coverage 
due to f a c t o r s  r e l a t e d  t o  physical environment, s o c l s l  customs and humsn 
h l b l t s  zrt glvan bcloru: 

1. Due t o  f l c t o r s  r e l a t e d  t o  phsslctll  cnvlronm~nt  

Some of the  a r e a s  3 re  lcrrgelg lmpsrvlous snd the  t r s v e l  1s 
hampereci by n?-curs1 gcogrrrphlcnl o b s t x l e s .  12-14 days journey 
requlred  t o  be performed, o f t en  on f o o t ,  b a n g  forced t o  cross  deep 
and f a s t  nuuzlng r l v c r s  l n t c r s e c t l n g  the  ~ ~ o u n t a l n s  and somewhere 
extremely dsngorous t o  r c l c h  such p l l c e s ,  c.g. Bld..kshm, Door Babz, 
Boorlstsn,  Julrcrln and hrchanan.  

b )  Extreme Severity of w l m  

Extremely severe cold of Janulry  m d  Februsrg makes ~t d l f f l c u l t  
t o  c l r r y  on the  csse  da tec t lon  r i c t ~ v l t i c s  by  house-to-house v l s l t s .  
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Blocklge of roads by snoris l f t e r  hezvy snow-falls o r  by stoncs o r  
f a l l e n  t r e e s  a f t e r  hclvy wind-stoms o r  otlienqlse broken 2nd bzd roads 
create impediments i n  t h e  progress of the  progrzmme. 

d )  m s a ~ ~ e a m c o  of footwths: 

The r o ~ d s  and f o o t p ~ t h s  leading t o  p laces  I n  d c s c r t s  lnd h i l l s  got 
c o v ~ r e d  wl th  sznd,rilth t h c k  snow a f t e r  dus t  s to rns  2nd snow-falla, 
r c spcc t ive ly ,  and almost dls3ppe3rl making l t  d l f f z c u l t  f o r  the  s'caff 
t o  t r a c e  tho cor rec t  spproach route  t o  des t ln3 t ions .  

Although "pardah" i s  almost s v e n  up I n  the  cl'iles, x t  is prevzilcnt 
I n  the  r u r s l  zireas. The s t a f f  cznnot e n t e r  a house unless  3 msle 
member i s  2130 present .  

b ) Bi-weekly bazars: 

B i - ~ ~ ~ e c k l y  m~trkcts  a r c  hcld where almost a11 t h e  male members of 
the  v i l l a g e  go f o r  msrketlng leaving the  women behind, who n e i t h e r  allow 
the  DDT spraying nor pernut  cdse detection activities i n  t h e  absence 
of male members. 

3. Due t o  human hab i t s  

a )  S l e e p l n ~  outdoors d u r l n . ~  summer: 

%ny people s l eep  outs lde  I n  thc  open lns tcad  of the  rooms I n  -hi 
houses. 

b )  ShIftlng, of t h e  ~ o p u l s t l o n  t o  t h e  temporarilv cgq_nstructed Jp.2 
I n  gsrdcn-s and f2rms: 

During tine period of transmission of malarls ,  some peoplc l e z v ~  
t h e i r  houses and go t o  t h e i r  gardens znd farms lnd l l v e  i n  t c m p o r z r ~ i y  
constructed huts. 

c )  Sitting of t h c  peoplc by the  s ide  of the  wa l l s  of roomse 

Scraping of t h e  lower wall  surfaces  of the  houses by the  backs of 
t h e  people, who assume a sitting pos i t ion  with lower w s l l  s u r f w e s  a~, 
ozck r e s t s .  


